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The current four company battalion task force structure iz designec "
-
forquick maneuver.® The M2 was adopted to suppert this quick maneuver .
and to provige the infantry increased speed, mobility, ancd firegcwer. The o
~
crazence of the M2 in the inventory enhances the battalion/tazk foree N
o
. " oy TP )
commander’s ability to seize and retain the initiative in support of
—_ |,'
mizsicn accomelishment.” A balanced battalion task force with twe N
A
- [ N A | : : .
mechamized cemeanies has 24 M2's organized into six platoons anc a X
¢
Jremeunt strength of 108 soldiers. This coes not incluge the comeany .

sommanders M2 nor the M2's of the battalion commander and battalicn
soerations officer in a mechanized task force ©
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g o2l acH IOrle S

PR VYRRV SR R

—~ 1 1
ZV2ante N the commander have been divided into comeat, combat

N T AP e e SN S

Tuooort and combat service suprnert elements. comeat elements of

\.':
“reattalicn task force are infantry and tanks. Infantry has traciticnally v
czan mest effective in limited visibility, where goservation and fielcs of :
Tireare Himiteg, ang in ciose combat with the enemy. Tanks are mest b

>
atfactive where they can meve Tast and provice rapid, accurate dirsct =
Trea EMIT7U-T 0 states that the introduction of the M2 has given the '_
nfantry the same general capatilities as these of tank ks.? Tactica! ~
aoztrine iV accounts for this dichotomy by dividing the infantry squad \

".
'mttoacarer team which fights the M2 and a cismountec element, the
mfle team, wnich g i, patrels, infiltrates, recduce strengooints and !
trztacies, frontsin close terrain, and protects the tanks anc ifVs Thez
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5 armored vehicles to carry infantry necessary for the clearancs of

. costacles had reduced the speed of the Panzer columns from 22-3C km per
A day to 4-C km per day, the speed of feot infantry in combat

S The few German battalions with armored vehicles operating in clcse

4 coerdination with the tanks proved themselves to be very effective and

; A invaluable to tactical success; hewever, they were never numercus encugh
te achieve the successes of the cpening days of the war.“

The German rifle company commander had the responsitility to fleld

" assault elements in the offense and conduct patrolling in the defenze

“ From comtbat experience the Germans determined that a nine to ten man
f sgquac could effectively conduct a reconnaissance patrol and provide 2

é strong ascault detachment in the offense. This number aisc altlowed for

. attrition resylting frem continuous operations. A considerable drep in the
N stevang power of 2 company was perceived when the strength of the mfle
E snuads dropoes 1o five or six men. With this criterion, the nine to ten
- Tan 2utheri2e 2 strength of wWehrmacht infantry squads could sustain
Fa tmree to four casualties per squad and remain combat effective. ! 9

:5 Az thewar crogressed the Wehrmacht was unable to field the

" marcewer necessary 16 maintain effective strength levels within the
. Dapzergrenagier ant standard infantry regiments. This led to a gecrease
f 'nocemeany and regimental effectiveness. The Russians tock acvantage of
, this weakness oy constantly infiltrating dismounted infantry into the
% depletec German lines, destroying tanks and overrunning the pesitiens.
\ Pussian infiltration was a preblem which the Wehrmacht proved unable 4o
- zplve throughout the war <9

The gescencant of the Wehrmacht, today's Bundeswehr, i an infantry
o}
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soldiers to carry out dismounted tasks while the MICY i3 positioned 12
make maximum use of the MILAN medium range anti-tank system anc
20mm cannon against enemy tanks and lightly armored vehicles. i Thig
lack of infantry results not from ignorance of combat in werld War i,

mut rather from cecisicns made when the Bundeswehr was created in the

The Germans then envisioned themselves as creating the offensive
striking arm of NATO and proceeded to develep and fielc a highly
mechanized force for this purpose. This force was never intenced tc fight
in close or urban terrain favorable to an infantry heavy force. The 407 €2
S0O% of the Federal Republic which is restrictive terrain faverable for
infantry was to be defended by the other HATO armies which were
pr‘;maré!y ?nfantr“,'?" Since that time, NATO forces have mechanized ang
tre number of infantrymen to cefend close or urban terrain has teen
regucad considerably, causing @ cilemma for the infantry-poor
Sopdesywahrr where this lack of infantry within the Panzergrenadiar

sattalton 1s 2 current topic of debate. The inclusion of light infantry

~eqiments within selected mechanized divisions has been suggested 2

~

(|)

3
means of compensating for this apparent '-th,\rtccr*nmg.z3
The Soviet Experience.
Soviet tactics and force structure reflect its combat exgerience

2gainst the Werrmacht as well as against the Finns and the Japanese. At

slaughtar leg the Defense Commissar to revise cur

10
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ese revisions allowed for the reduction of

(4]

remy
defensive positions by small detachments ¢f eight to twelve man groups
independently executmg operations in the atttack and estabiishing
strengpoints in depth on the defense while under centralized centrol of
the battalion. The structure of the infantry platocn reflected this shiftn

smphasis with the establishment of the nine man section. This

sscantralized evecuticn and centralized control provided 2 means of
A0qUINING Mass when cesired, while recognizing the lethality of medern

weapens in the defense. Mass remained critical to the Soviet cencept of
combat. The revised infantry regulations stated that the ultimate methoc
2f annihilating the enemy was by massed attack 2
Throughout World War 11 Red Army offensive tactics were pased ugen
the successive reduction of enemy strongpoints. Cefensively, the Soviets
acdcpted General V.1, Chuikov's concept of an "active cefense” based tn 2
wen of in-depth strongpoints backed by counterattacking storm grauge.
Chuikov cesigned this defense during the battle of Stalingrad t¢ "hug” the
“ermans in cloze combat, negate the effectiveness of their air supeart,
and break the momentum of the enemy attack. These sterm groups
consisted of an assault element, areinforcing element and areserve
alement. The assault element was composed of several cecticn 5128
subgroups armed with autematic weapens to previce intense superes

e

(O]

he assault. This type of defence provec extremely
pffective against the Cermans whese infantry strength during this perica
wac reduced to about sixty men per company. Thece weakened companies
sroved inadeguate to attack and secure strongpeints, then defend them
agamst ceunterattacking storm groups. €3 1t chould te noted that the {

current dizmount strength of the US M2 equipped mechaniZed infantry

company is S4 soldiers




L an an a4

YW T RO

————v

. o J } 3 i [2Y
Contemporary Soviet combat organizaticns have combined the

R e R L

exgeriencs of WWil with modern technology. Extensiv
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conducted orior to an attack, usually by reinfeorced squads and platecrs, 1o
determine the best attack routes and the disposition of the defencer The
Mational Training Center (NTC) opposing force (OPFOR) bases much of its
yccess on the reconnaissance patrol effort. 1ts patrols uzually consise
5% a three £o four man squad plus a vehicle, generally a BMP althcugh

ave been yzed <© At-tackmg Soviet infantry organized into ezgh-t £

SMP, dismou e vicinity of the enemy defansive positicn and assauit
the cosition Lehind but remain within supporting ¢istance of attached

armor. Scviet artiflery provides considerable indirect fire as the umit
meoves to the objective attempting to neutralize the defense before the
azzault 12 concucted. The BMPs follow the infantry providing suppressive
2 2tttacking tanks and infantry. Reduction of a narrew

saction of the defensive line to allow the penetraticn of armor is the

chiect of the combined arms moterized rifle attack. Deception is utilized
fo oreciucde reinfo t of vulneratle areas targeted for attack while
Strong 2efenzes will e cubjected to extremely intense ingirect fires 0
~eutralize the defense pricr to the attack Attacking Scviet units 2o nct

~crmally ztep on the objective and conscligate; they centinue the attack
I~ the defenze, dismounted infantry fight within 2 3trongpoint develcoed
round the BMP to slow the momentum of the enemy’s attack. A tark

hegvy reserve then counterattacks to complete the destructicn of the

Contempcorary German and Russian tactics ancd crganizaticns

3
2

reflect combat which enced forty-two years age. '<rael tactics an
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vigoun 'war and the Incursicns inte Lebanon in the 1980's againgt

coorents trained in Seviet tactics and equipped with Soviet wearens.
Prior to the 1972 war, lsraeli tactics and force structure focused on the
emplcyment of the tank to achieve a quick and relatively bloodless

victory. The "conveyor selt” armor heavy column was the means createc
t2achieve this end<© Tanks led and were followed by armcred infantry

Yo MOp-UD SYLassed enemy units. in the Sinal, anti-tark guided mizzile

w)

and held rocket prevelled grenade fire defeated the armor heavy

columns. inthe Golan Heights, Syrian motorized infantry infiltrated

izraeli defensive oositions anc held out against armor pure
counterattacks. It was not unti! parachute infantry moving £t combat in
M11Z armersd sersonnel carriers ¢cleared out the Egyptian anc Syrian

Ttrongpeints that the tank units could begin the exploitaticns which endec

Tre 1077 oxnerience led to arefinement of combined arms tactics
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tegraticn of infantry and armer down to the battalion
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xample of this integration is the 1977 fielding ¢f the
Marvavg mamn tattle tank. The Merkava's design inciudes a rear
compartment with room for six to ten Infantry cepending upon th

-r
amm~eniticn 1oad of the tank 2V

The recrganization cf battalions into combined arms units, the
ntirued equipping of armored infantry units with the M112, and the N
intregucticn of the Merkava gave tsraeli mechanized forces the acility te E
employ adequate numbers of infantry, potentially about 198 Clcze zomtat N
zoldiers ger tant heavy task ferce, in the attack and the gefense 1 intha ,
attack the immediate avatlability of infantry carried in the Martava tanks E
“Y
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t0 reduce anti-tank strongpeints and assist n the recovery of tank Crews
from gamaged tanks made the armor task force much mere effective,

Thig g illustrated by the 1982 Israeli incursicn intc Letanren. lsraeld
grounc forcas entered Lebanen along three axes, all three meving threugh
1t compartmented terrain (see map p. 15). Cne column chose 12
lead with armered infantry in Merkavas immediately followed oy M112
mounted infantry. The other two columns advanced with tanks leacing,
armcred infantry fellowing at seme greater distance not immeciately

available for suppert. The western column with armoered infantry 1n ¢lcee

This agvance was characterized by intense fighting to recuce a
strongeoeint defense in depth across a narrow front. The other two

acing the same sort of defense were delayed until recrganize

I
<>
5
-3
G
-

intattle with the armered infantry up front where they could directly
sugpert the tanks inreducting anti-tank strongpeints. The eastern
column had particular difficulty moving at night until armered infantry
moved ferward to clear out ambush sites. Once reorganized the columns
were atle to acvance within artitlery range of Damascus.”<

The U S Experience.

U trigads level organization of mechanized forces during Wil
reccgnized the utility of combined arms fighting. The combat commancs
of the armorad divisions were designed to maintain a balance between

armored infantry and tanks. The heavy combat command, usually cembat
command alpha (CCA), had a tattalion plus a company of armaored infantry
az well az atattalion plus a company of tanks., This orcanization allcwed
CCAt2 zut Z€0 clese combat soldiers in support of the tank force The

sther combat commands were smaller but similarly balanced ¥+

14
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Map illustrating the three avenues ¢f attack used by 3

tzraeli forces during the 1982 operation "Peace For Caliles”
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rastructering of US. divisions by LTG Lesley
thiz reviow) Army leacers cetermined that the eight man sguad was tec

csmall to abserd casualties and continue action. As aresult, regular

infantry squads were given twelve men and armored infantry sguacs
e‘.even.z“
2n eveellent example of an effective compined arms ferce in the

attack 1z the peretraticn of CCA, 4th armered Civision guring the Lorraing
camoargn. CCA wasreinforced by the addition of tst tattalion, 212t
~fantry Regiment, SOth Infantry Division (mounted in trucks). Thiz jave

A . i ] ‘. +
CTAabout zeven companies of infantry to reduce ctetacies to movemant,

<D
3
Y
()

and secure the tanks. This mix resulted in an advance of forty-fiv

'marceriod of thirty-seven hours. 33 Three months later, dur: ng the 2attle
g, 2 oembat commanc from 7th armered Sivision fighting in the
danzaly wocded terrain was rcuted by an attacking Cerman ferce ¢f a2 tank
reciment and a Panzergrenadier regiment. Several facters led to the rout,

nfu.‘ v~
'Q e.,u

way fixed the blame on a lack of infantry to orotect

D
<D

4

‘D
-
)
A

the tanks cf the combat command frem the infiltrating

Dan=arnaronaniors

S force structure remained unchanged throughout Wwil In 1247
ancther review determined that the twelve and eleven man infantry
25243 had proven too difficult for one man to control This resultec in 2

nine man squad, including the squad leader. J7 Interes

T
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\
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-
<
<
©)
=4
3
D

1 \ Y
cronlem by degignating thrae team leacers eachresgonsible feor three

PRV P ERIEYS 1 u«u«ghas.ollv

zolgiers, asquad leader in charge of the three team leaders, 3¢ e
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e next tect 0F US arms nccurred inKorea, Aside Trom the e

-

2uzicitation permcd follcwing the 1anding at Inchon and the advange 1o the iy
Yaluy, «orean f!:ht‘.ng was characterized by infantry tatties cver ey N
rerrain reminicent of trench fighting in WWl. A critical aspect of thiz ot
frghting was cffensive and defensive patrolling. This patrolling was o
) -
samanfermaticn apout enemy intentions and strongpoint locaticns while .
2enying hig patrels the same information and prevent enemy nfiltration )
)
cricr toan attack. The nine man squad, augmented from the weapens ;
zquad te a strength of eleven men, was considered very effective in
: H t
tombining strength and stealth te patrol behind enemy lines although s N
ant seven man patrols were not uncommen. Chingse Communist patrols v
>
were also very effective and often consisted of as few as three men~~ 3
"
R210s 2 selZe priseners required a much larger force. Usually the platoen '
)
with three rifle squads and a weapons squad would be given the '
o
1.7 w
TV]IFF\“: "?\) '\"
)
atalat N} ALt V¢ i - v
Throughout the develerment of mechanized ferces, combat -
'
crianizaticns, beth foreign and U.S,, have reflected a preferencs for the 2
»
nime to eleven man squad te account for attrition and enable the mounting ~
°f effactive compat patreltling. in the offense, a batancec or armeres %
1
rrantyy reayy mix focused upon anarrow front Lo gain and maintain =)
mementum has Seen preferred when facing an crganized deferze equipced -_
Ky
wiln effective anti-tank weagonry. In the defense, carticularly n2iczs -
terrain, @ valanced or infantry heavy organization has been preferrsd tc N
o~
“w

crovice effective security for the tank element of the combines arms

r
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PART 4-CURREMT EVPERIENCE DN
~ 2 1 C + n 3 F ¢ b
Tooday the VS army evaluates the effectiveness of 1tz comnat
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Toe 1083 of dismounted infantry in obstacie breaching and the

this 1083 has upon the abiiity of the dattalion tasw force
o COnduct necessary actions upon the objective can be avoided or reduced
T DroDer reconnaissance is conducted prior to offensive operations. iiore
than anvihing eise, the task force commander needs to know the ioCation

of enermy oostacies and the disposition of enemy forces if he is to

(&7]

cabitalize upon the speed and maneuverabilty of mechanized operation
and Conserve nis dismounted infantry for actions on the om‘e‘:cti'\/e.‘-16 it
1S N0t enoudini to 1ocate and report these obstacles and forces, they must
oe <0t under constant surveiliance to report any chianges which may

ect (he Dattalion task force pian. Several reconnaissance patrois are

-

af
necessary to accompiish this mission. The battalion task force scout

01atoon 15 often augmented with the dismount teams from a mechanized
inTantiy Cormoany to get the requisite number of dismounted soidiers o

17 - , e e i
.4 This reconnaissance effort must be continuous.

Zachi uiTensive operation requires an intensive reconnaissance effort to :
. - . . . P m g e m - .
achieve success. This continuous need for dismounted infantry increases A
o

the Taticue of the vimited infantry availabie to the task force commander. .

LA
.,

fie absence oF enoudn intantry to conduct reconnaissance Combined wili

»

Y n? N 3 £ - -~ - - Y Bl o~ ‘-
the Tatigue of those few availabie i1s amajor factor contributing wo a :
COOr recannaissance effort which fails to uncover the opposing force s
aefensive pian. Tne opposing force defense must then de reduced ov the N

sarne tired infantry who could not effectively carry out the criticai

»rgy-

reconnaissance effort. R

cefensivelv, the battaiion task force's Hmited dismounted infantry -:
SUMSNGLN Nas an adverse effect upon s ability to conduct a sucCessiul 'r
counter-reconnaissance effort wnite simultaneousiv preparing to deiend. _:“
<
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nowewver, the ey elements seem to be a firm understanding of Scvist

tactical dectrine, an ability gained through practice, and a firm

understanding of U.S. tactical dectrine with which the "blue” force fights
This knowledge anc ability to execute allows the OPFOR te successfully

oit their strengths against "blue” weaknesses

Although the attrition of combat losses cannct be accurately
certrayed at the NTC, units training at less than full strength provice
seme ingicaticon of the impact of attrition upon mission accemelishment,
Units which chese te ceploy te the NTC at less than full strength

magnify the adverse impact of limited dismount strength and in

()

f)
ot
T
[4>]

ission failure to the extent that MTC training lcses its
highlights the inability of the battalion task
force to sustain 1osses and still remain missicn cagable.

Two stucdies and a test report, “The Contribution of Infantry T¢
Sattle Test,Phase !,” the "Report of the Special Study Group On The
infantry Fighting Vehicle And The Cavalry Fighting Vehicle,” and "Study
Results. Infantry Fighting Vehicle Task Force,"verify the utility of
cizmounted infantry in the conguct of successful mechanized operaticns.
The task force directed by MG Pat W. Crizer reccmmend an increase in the
of the mechanized infantry squad from nine to eleven in crcer to
accomelich all the as gned iszicns which mechanized infantry must
2 The IFV/CFY Special Study Group Repert found

that the nine man squad was marginally aple to perform all assigned
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infantry To Battle Test” found that an increase in the numter of

dizmeounted infantry from eighteen to twenty-Tive increased the abitity of

group reperts indicate that the current dismount strength of the tattalicn
task force has an adverse impact upon mission accomplishment in supgort

~f AirLand Battle tactical doctrine

PART 4-CCMPARISON: HISTORICAL & CURRE!
A comparisen of mechanizaed tactical operaticns in the past with
current operaticns presents similarities in execution which have
contributed 1o success and failure in the conduct of the offence ag well

Cenerally, mechanized forces have been more effective on the

]

when given 2 mission of destroying an opponent’'s force than when

srdered o attack to secyre and retain terrain. In the concduct of the

¥ . \ ’
cffense, ctstacle avoidance is the best means of reaching an ¢ojective
\ i F f . . B
sith o surficient ¢ombat power £ destroy an enemy force or Sa1ze terrain,
T~ avoid cbstacles, the mechanized force must first locate them and then

find oycasses. The pest means cf locating obstacies and bypass reutes
witncut giving notice cf intent to the defender 1s with gismounted
reconnaizsance patrols. The preferred size of a reconnaizsance patrol

preserving stealth and providing some measure of self-protecticn ic

'T

croven to e very effective. The numter of patrels comprizing the
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reconnatsaance effort 15 determined Dy the number of pessible routes o
te imvestigated. Anability to field several patrois allows the

[alalnY
anner

pia
eater scope in the development of an ¢peraticn; he will not be limited

R

2 one or twe possible avenues of approach.

if cbstacles cannot be avoided and mechanical breaching means are
uravailable, the most effective means of breaching the obstacle
regardless of type s with a dismounted infantry and engineer breaching
lement overwatched by direct fire systems providing suppressive fires.
Cbztacle breaching is manpower intensive and incurs a high cost in

cersonnel attrition. The rumber of dismounted personnel nece

10

sary te
nsure the ragid unobstructec passage of the force is cependent ugon the
denth of the defense as well as its state of preparation.

Qagid mevement throughout the battlefield cannot be achieved unles

w

the mechanized force can avoid consolidating upon the objective or can
suickly complete actions on the objective. Many successful apprcaches
o an ¢bjective have been made only to have the operaticn fail as forces
cecome begged down on the objective. Generally, destruction of an eremy
ferce which has not gone to ground is considerably easier. In this case
the ability of the mechanized force to maneuver and the gunnery skiils of
the direct fire weapons crews determine the cutcome. The presence ¢f 2
2ug in 2efender requires considerable dismountec infantry te penetrate
fre defensive position causing the defender either to move cut of pesiticn
where gverwatching direct fires can destroy personnel and vehicles
attempting tc redeploy, or remain in position where suppressive fires
grotect the dismounted feorce as it clears the defender out of his fighting

cesitions, Successful mechanized cffensive operations against prarares

ML
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defense at the point of attack. Az the attacking

when the precared defender has not been neutralized and/or mechanized

ra't the momentum of the offensive operation. This decreaze in offensive
mementum gives the cefender time to react and launch a counterattack
while the attacking force i3 still fighting on or near the objective. 1413
‘ncumtent upen the crews of the direct fire weapons systems £¢ finizh

the initial engagement rapidly in order to prepare for subsequent

¢

engagements frem any reserve or other counterattacking force. This

threat of counterattack necessitates that the dismounted force, in

ANt vAR +
“d Vv

¢ zecuring the objective, deploys aleng covered anc concealed

~cutes inte the position providing protection and early warning against

Ceranzively mechanized ferces are better able to conduct 2 mebile

1avanze 'n dapth mather than a defense requiring retenticn of terrain, The

P Al

o~ . ) . AF =y
CTooanty o zuccess in acefend teo retain terrain mission 1s graater

Lman mathaprIed forces act as a counterattacking ferce while regular

Tt Zafamac e mncation When the mechanized force defends, it2

o

ottt 2sfeat tre enemy reccnnaissance and infiltration effort has
Ta2m 3 majer factor in determining success or fatlure. The best means of
Jounterming theg threat 1s with an extensive patrolling ang guarc oceratic

Trha 4,:0,3,\.-- ;e g“‘nr ~a

~ A~ [(RERY]
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protected from infiltrating enemy

atTamTIng tT 2Igern the layout of the Jdefense so ctstacles ang kil
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Zores cange avoiged or positiening themselves in stay behing flg.".u‘..".f;

poEiticns 1o 2estroy defending direct and indirect fire weapens system

w

cTicr to orin coordination with the conduct of the attack. This thraat
internal to the defense necessitates that crews of direct fire weapons
3ystems and critical transport assets must remain alert, close to ther
em or venicle, and capable of going into acticn immeciately

the 3ecurity operation to counter this threat 1s mangewer

ccsition, the number of direct fire weapons systems which must te

secured and the width and depth of the defensive secte

=

At the same time that the critical counter-reccnnalssance mizsian

LA ARM: sdukeaasas Shahmnds Frerdllrl. o
>
[$Y]
o
O
pp
w
@
~
w
T

gositions are dug in with overhead cover, tactical anc obstructive wire 's
12ig, mines with anti-handling devices are emglaced, fields of fire are
crepared, cbstacles to armored vehicles are emplaced, wired, mineg a2n?
the unit fire plan. As with most manpcwer intensive
fasks, time of preparation decreases as acplied marpower Increases.
Qverall, mechanized forces concucting a positicnal defense without
acaitional infantry augmentation have proven to te extremely vunerap'e

due £o 3 lack of dismounted infantry to adequately secure and pregare the

caitien
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The hattalion task force structure emphasizes meountad speed

ars firepower cemplimented with a very limited and Hghtly armec
siemeunted strength. Historical experience and current U.S. tactical
Acctrine emphasize a need for the generation of effective direct fire
whieh can ce quickly maneuvered around the battlefield for succesz in tne
/M2 battalicn equipped with the 120mm main gun, TOW

hain gun, and coaxially meunted 7.£2mm macnine

3
()]
(]
@
w)

\‘*-
[©]
e
D
3
D
(€)]
3
3
[$)

suns directed by extremely accurate thermal, stabilized target
acquiziticn systems gives the task force commander the cagability of

c'acing massive suppressive fires upen a defending enemy or rag:2ly

('S
<D
W)
'eh ¢

troving exposed statiocnary and moving armored venicles in virtually

atl cengditiens,
Tha complate mechanization of the task force with extremely, fast,
cri3s-country capable vehicles gives the commander the speec and

Tareuyverability necessary to exploit temporary weaknesses in the

tra annanantisatinerable flarks and rear.

OO v A S I

Hiztorical experience and do

e indicate the need fora dizmount

(@]
(—-r

farce cooacle of conducting the recennarssance anc ctstacle recuction
areorrital to tactical offensive success. The battalion task force

commander 13 extreme!ly imited by the organic dismount strength of the

1 + koAl
he achreved successfyl reccnnalssance and obstacle reduction must ek

olaceinazone evtremely imited in width and depth. The size of the ICne

must me n inyarde oreporticn o the preparedness of the defendger
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whan this recognition 13 not pcresent or 15 ignored, the M2 eguipres,
J-series mechanized infantry battalion with itz low dismcunt strergth
necomes 2 gty
Gererally VS tactical doctrine raflects the imitaticnz ars
cacacihitres which tne lack of mangower and the increace in aosed)
maneuyeran ity ang firepower give T the battalion [azh force However,
22
.'.-\\-'. S 8%, ‘e I T e e | Y

'-fffl

.. JJ’ 2 . a- . - -- - -l "‘.. 0. 0'8 Il S ) i0g @ I - - -‘- ..l.- l

Cefensively, historical ang current experience has proven mechanizec

forces very capable of conducting a mobile area defense focused upen
force destruction, but extremely poor in the conduct of a defense

~souiring the securing or retention of terrain. This inability is cue tc th

speed and firepower, 1S admirably suited for the conduct of the mobile

N

area defense but inadeguate when the defense reguires the security cr
retention of terrain. Current U.S. tactical doctrine empnasizes feorce
destructicn through the conduct of secter, battle positicn, and
wrongeoint defense. However, the secter defense oriented ugen the
aremy force 12 liztad as the most common form of cefense.

Overall, the answer to the guestion, "Does the current gismount

atronath Af fhe Pv\
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J-series mechanizeg infantry tattalicn

n
_‘
¥
D

susport VS, combined arms tactical doctrine?,” 1S a gualified "Yes™ The

sualification concerns goctrinal and leader recognition ¢f the himitations

nherent inmechanized fercers and the reality of attriticn in comzat.
ons are recognized, the M2 equipped, J-series

chattalion 1s an extremely valuable aszet. However,

-~

ack ¢f manpower. The structure cf the battalicn task fercs, emehasizin
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acctrine 20l presents positienal terrain oriented cefense, In-dectn Ky
ccatacle reguction, strengpoint reducticn, and combat inrestricted i»
terrain 23 viable missicns for a mechanized force. These missions are :
antithetical to successful mechanized operations. These are missicns " »
suited fer regular, manpower rather than weapon system intensive, ]
infantry organizaticons. Additionally, doctrine and ferce structurs ¢o nct {?:
adeguately aadress the issue of continucus combat cperations anc the }
mzact of attriticn on force effectiveness in sustained compat, US o
¥

tactical doctrine and force structure must alleviate these shortcemings E :
Yo increaze the hiklihood of tactical success \5
Thiz aottrinal recognition must be coupled with frequent, realiztic E
intense training in crder to realize the benefits of available speed and \_'_'
manyverablity while determining limits to execution anc how 0 ::
sverctme these Jimits with avallable assets. The leadership of !'._
mechanized forces in the conduct of combined arms operations must 1‘;
recognize the capabilities and limitations inherent in mechanizec X

S

¢

creraticns andg form plans which minimize the weaknesses and maximize

d -l'l
L
)

54

the strengtns of this extremely potent method of waging war.
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a. Lulnd \.: CONLINUCUS chrdt.Or‘.a, :—" h\./uo S 3 :dy ”
o,
>
‘o,
C. Move to contact indepencently, or as apart of 2 larger force bt
i'
T Attack 1o seize, overrun, penetrate, or envelop prepared engmy
Zefenses or Sirongpoints. -
i
2 Tonguct expicitation and pursuit operations as part of a lzrger forcs -
-
- ' “e -~ " s ' ~ t
e Conduct recornaissance in force, conduct raids -
{
L4
-
¢ Defend from or attack villages, towns, and strip areas ]
¢
’
53 Continue sperations in all weather and visibihity to inciude might {
sperations, N
f. Crpsrate inan NBC and E'W environment. p
'l
[ S t
csvend or delay inosectior
»
~J
. Crerale gs part of the covering force of a larger unit "3
-
Pl
-
a s [} ~m - ~t~ ~ Pl QW oud L
Koo o Moverapidly inany direction to defend from Dattle positions L
! Conduct river-crossing operations <
~
mno Corguct rear area combat operations ~
i
no Cerverd from battalion or company size battle positicns 3

v

y Conduct air assault operations.

Concuct infiltration operations.
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Manyal 71-2J, 1
Coordi nat ing Draft), {(Washington D.C,, December

e | ™M i =~ &) nNreooMm ¢
o NS Army, FisldManual 100-5, Cperations, (Washington D.C., May
1NOKY n 18
ACEY . 1S
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id. These cagapilities are ound in threse publication

¥ 1i+i
crganizatien ang equiecment gocument in the capabilities ¢
Arenie Trgqinins and Sualigtd f' rMaprhanisad Tnfa
pum Sy . 3

Force (ARTEP 71-2) and onpage 1-33 of FM 71-2J. These caps
Netedin EM 71 -20 encompass those N the other two Cuk

vicand an *h}: ranar
L R ] A
2. VS Army Command And Ceneral Staff College, Stucent Text 101-1,

Ormantoatinnal And Tartical Qafere

Ar Thao Armu In T!-*a Cia
Lot )i dotiw tow

‘Fort Leavenwerth, KS, June 1987), pp. 8-23, 8-44. Much ¢f the organic

coembat service suppert has been consolidated in the headguarters comeoany

[HHT) of the J-ceries battalion task force. The combat sugport comeany

raz seen abzorped into the HHC while the heavy anti-tank systems (M2C1,
™

imorcved TOW Veracle) in the mechanized infantr‘/ battalicn have ceen

sarate company. This conzclidation has resut
HHC wth 2 strength of S0C In the tank battahcn task foree, or IS0 nthe
~mechanizeg 'nfantry battalicn task fore
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rcorazapy Taam (Lo rd m ing Draft),

Inited States Armyy Armor C”."CC?.
rivincy, bentucky, United < tuws Army infantry School, | cort Serning,
cecrgi2, December 198S ), cp. -9 thry ‘-l These 108 zelcters are the
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quag (Sradlen (Washingten OC, February 198€), 0. 2-4 M 7o, o -2
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12 Caereraliratired) William E. DePuy, "The U.S. Army Are We Beagy Tor
-~

* [y I DA . 70\ A
"he Euture? Ay (Septermber 1973), p. 29

Hainz Guderian Darzarteader (Mew York: Ballantine Bocks, 19S7) ¢

14 dkig oo V1S Gucderian was not even consulted concerning the
anizat of German armoered forces.

Cenerzalmajor Helimuth Pemhardt

Dffrco OF The Chief Of Military History, Washmqton D c.,J y

~

1< Priean | Cumqfo Nnaraty~an P racea Stratam: tire OVn Thp
B A I A u»y,,‘g“ql HL‘M@%M

Castern Frone 124t (Mevato, CA: Presidic Press, 1984), p. 30C

17 US wWar Decartment, Technical Manual £E20-4S1, H 2ncdhock An Cermar
‘ hirgton DC, Ma rc*\‘.94‘3),~p 1=27,11-42 The

armored infant~y squad consisted of 1 NCC, 1 vehicle driver, and 7/
crivates. The meterized infantry squad had | NCO, ! vehicle driver and 8
crivates. The standard 'nfantry squacd (foot) had T NCO ang 2 privates

'3 Fugate, oo 2C9-I1C, Guderian, p.l 4 Although the armgrec infantry
compenent of the canzer givisicn was doubled cetween 1940 anc 247, the
mcbility of these urits suffered from a lack of armered vehiCies (o carry

the infantrymen,

lchn English, "Mew Doctrines Fer infantry”,
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230 Enghishp 7 Uhle-wettler,pp. 1—’.25 ; Gero Kech, "German infantry in
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24 MajerJdobn Englizh, Oninfantry. (Mew York: Praeger Puplishers, 19210,

28, e 104-107

R HC C 11 N="- I~ < A + AN
Ze. CArmy, Sleld Manual100-2-1, The Soviet Army Qnerations Ang
’.«,,-l-‘,-,« fAlmmnin~Enn N O 1 QAN mA 7D T7_7T . MA T DNAriA r‘\ﬂnl«_x_
‘.%\u\.‘,..uv\,uug.\,. VIO MY T ey i LG i u e ve v T
i t 1 Ard" 1€ + { A 1 OE
Recornaissance Planning A Neglected A", [nfantry, (March-Anml 12820

Ll CM AN LD L Py A~ O Bl ) IN T + 1IN il o ~
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he Soviet Army Recent Defates inthe Soviet Mititary Press’,

22 Eoward Luttwak, Dan Horowitz, The "a*ae"f ér"m,;. (MNew York: Harcer
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oW an armor sgearhead Lo set the zreed of
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re vynerable armored cr metormized ing
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e i 1 1
anattack wnile sloweranem

antry,
frllowed to mop-up Dycassed enemy positions. T;.e sacs of thenfantry
sidngt affect the pace of the tarks, The tank sgearnead wacs centinually
reclenizhed oy amotoriZed leqisty cal column pushing all clazses of sucely
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29 David Eshel, "Mocern Inter-Arms Concept Of Organization: The Vom
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20, Richard Cernblum, "Israeli New Tank The Merkava”, Caracian Defznse

Suareerty (ALtumn, 1972) o 27, Richard A Gabriel, Danra Enn
Caltles The lerael]-DL! , (New York: Hill and\ arg, 1294),

ne. 127-199; Gunther £, Rothenberg, The Apatomy Of The !sraeli Army (Mew
Yorko Hicpecrene Books, 1979), p. 219, Accerding to Gabriel, the Merkava

routinely carried ten infantrymen and in one instance twelve wounded men
were evacuated inside a Merkava during combat in the Bekaa va!

16‘,’.
T1. Cacriel, p. 2320 CGiven that Israel continues with itz triangular

2 ture, a heavy battalion may lock like this: A tank
noty mix ¢f twe tank companies (Merkava) anc cne armored
infantry comp Each tank company deploys ten tarks; the armcered
infantry cemp eploys nine squad-carrying APCs, ten men to @ sguad. A

lement in each Merkava, excluding the comgany

and an eight man dismount elelment ineach M1 12, will
rs for close combat.

sheman gismount
r

(D [S TR
3
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The map and avenues of attack were taken from
: The zone immediately along the ccast from the !srael
onstituted the Western Sector; the Central Sector
--vrjayo nonerth through Jezzine up through the Shouf and
-Beirut highway. The third zone, the Eastern Sector,
L ' stalya teward Rachaiya east of Lake Qaraoun, striking
through the center of the Bekaa Valley at Joub Jarnine cut toward Yantza,
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42 Comments by OPFOR Division Commander, briefin
Traming Pregram Grou 'p € Mevember 1287, CPT Char 2e
!
l

Arms Training Activ NTC Observation #387-S-49, (Ft.

)

2

=

LTC McDonough interview ; MAJ William Marshall, response to

g

questionnaire, Movember 1287 ; MAJ Walter Wojdakowski, respense to
cugstionnaire, November 1987 ; MAJ Witte, response £o guestionnaire,
Movember 1987 . CPT wWallace, response to questicnnaire, Nevemeer 1287,

LooMAJd CT Carrick (USAIS), Combined Arms Training Activity, NTC
O n®g7-5-47; CPT Bill Moloney (USAIS), Combined Arms
raining Activity  NTC Observation®87-5-46.

S2. MG Pat W Crizer, Director, Study Resulte, Infantry Fignting Vehicle
Tazk Ferce, (Washington D.C, April 1978), pp. 1-8, 11-72.

S3. Dr. Wilbur B. Payne, COL Reed E. Davis Jr.,, LTC (P) J. Lynn Flemming,
MAJ tetl Stesert, CPT (P) James T. Baird, Bg,:g[* of the caam' Cm'g‘
Crnwn on *tnlnfaDY"w Fiphrtina icle Al Ei irle
’,"f"/C’-"/ Sracial Study Group Reports, (Ft Leavenworth, KS), p 8-'0 M
s Fabian (Former Bradley Fighting Vehicle Total System Manager),

Te.eﬂ one interview concerning IFV/CFY Special Study Group Report,
2ctober 1987

sS4 US Army Combat Developments Experimentation Center Test Report,

Contribgtion 0F Infantry To Battle Test, Phaze [ (CIBT 1), (January 19872,
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Cepartment ¢f the Army Publication ARTEP 71-2, im,_{gmmg_ms

" Cyaluation Program for Mechanized Infantry/Te
1 Washington DC: HQ Department of the Army. 1985

Denartment of
[SlsTee)

f the Army Publication, - nman:
w*c The CS Team Fort Leavenworth, KS: f‘ombme«* Arms

3 =1

Training Activity, 1987.

Department of the Army Publication, Lessons Learned: Cemmander's
Memorancum. Fort Leavenworth, KS: Combined Arms Training
Activity, 1985,

J
)
:
: Cepartment of the Army Publication, Lessons [earned: 71 January 199¢
) Fort Leavenworth, KS: Combined Arms Training Activity, 122£ !
: Cepartment of the Army Publication, Lessons Learned; | May 19S5 Fere o
i Leavenworth, \S. Combined Arms Training Activity, 198€. l::'
N
I Department of the Army Publication, Lessons Learned; 27 Fe Qm,, 192 ]
[ Foert Leavenworth, XS Combined Arms Training Activity, 19 S
l L
] \-F.
‘; Cegartment of the Army Publication, Iraining Bulletin Mo, 7, Fort Menree, N
' \IA ('\ff'|ce ChEQF (\f r\rwnu C\e]d :Orc\’o } a"ﬁ [
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| Department of the Army, Field Circular 71-1J, < And Mechanized b
: Lofantry Company Team. Washington, DC ‘-‘O partment of the Army, ;:}_::
Department of the Army, Field Manual 7-7J, The Mechanized Infantry o
Plateon And Squad (Pradley). Washington, DC: HQ Department of the S
Army, 198¢. >
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Cepartment of the Army, Field Manual 71-2J (Coordinating Draft, The Tank

wmmm:/_mmm&mm Washingten, 0C HQ
Department of the Army, 1984
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Department of the Army, Field Manual 100-2-1, The Sovyiet Army

Qreraticrs anr. Tactics Washington, DC: HQ Department of the Army,
1284

rations

Department of the Army, Field Manual 100-S,
HQ Department of the Army, 1986,

Departme".t of the Army, Techmcal Manual E 30-4S, Hanghook on
ashingten, DC: United States war
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English, John A, Qn Infantry. Mew York: Praeger Publishers, 198!,
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Sabriel, Richard A,

Lebanon. Mew York: H\H and wang, 198

Gugerian, Heinz, Panzer { eader New York: Ballantine Books, 1957
Herzog, Chaim, Major General Ine war Of Atonement. Boston: Little,
Erown, and Company, |

Luttwak, Edward and Dan Horowitz, The [sraeli Army. New York: Harper
and Row, 197S,

Rethenberg, Gunther £, The Anatomy lepraeli

Hippocrene Books, 1979

v New York:
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ge¢ £, COL, Or. Wilbur &, Payn LT C P) . Lynn Fleming, MAJ Mgt
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